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Matthew Kam piano
Pianist Matthew Kam was born in Borneo, Malaysia in 1981. He moved with his family to Melbourne where he began his high school education in 1994. A graduate of Melbourne University, Matthew performed Tchaikovsky’s First Piano Concerto with the University Symphony Orchestra. After winning the Australian National Piano Award and numerous other significant prizes, as well as generous sponsorship from the John Tallis Foundation, he moved to England for further training at the Royal Northern College of Music, where he completed a Masters and Postgraduate Diploma, followed by a two-year Junior Fellowship in Solo Piano in 2009. He studied with Max Cooke, Helen Krizos and Nelson Goerner. Matthew’s performances of Rautavaara’s First Piano Concerto with the RNCM Symphony Orchestra for the RNCM and Lancaster International Concert Series won praise from the composer himself, who later wrote to say: “Your rendering of the concerto is perfect. Your playing is full of drama and also with great lyrical expressiveness.” He gave his debut solo recital at the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester, and has also performed as a chamber musician at the St Martin in the Fields and Wigmore Hall in London. To date, Matthew has performed in numerous solo and chamber music recitals for various music societies and festivals throughout the UK. 

Matthew made his debut with the Malaysian Philharmonic Youth Orchestra and conductor Kevin Field performing Rachmaninoff’s Second Piano Concerto at the world-renowned Petronas Twin Towers Concert Hall in Kuala Lumpur. This year in 2012, he will perform Liszt’s Second Piano Concerto with the Stockport Symphony Orchestra and conductor Bob Chasey. In the past, Matthew performed as a guest artist in the HSBC International Classic Piano Festival 2008 in Malaysia, and in concerts together with the Team of Pianists, touring Western Europe in 2002 and 2003. He has also performed in Singapore, Taiwan and at the Tanglewood Festival in the USA. 

An avid chamber musician, Matthew performs regularly with violinist Jonathan Martindale and other esteemed colleagues working for the Hallé and BBC Philharmonic Orchestras in Manchester, where he is now based. Jonathan and Matthew performed in a series of recitals in Australia and a radio broadcast recording for ABC Classic FM in 2011. Highlights of interesting past performances in chamber music include Schoenberg’s Pierrot Lunaire, Ruders’ De Profundis for two pianos and percussion, and, together with the former Estrella Piano Trio, a London premiere of John Casken’s Piano Trio. 

On recordings, Matthew can be heard playing masterpieces by Brahms, Fauré and Rautavaara on the Schimmel Artists Collection CD [MCD346]. He has also recorded a part of the film soundtrack to “Of Time and the City”, Terence Davies’ homage to Liverpool, which is now available on DVD worldwide. Matthew has broadcast on ABC Classic FM (Australia), MBS FM Network (Australia), and BBC Radio 3 (UK). 

In competitions, Matthew was awarded, apart from First Prize in the Australian National Piano Award 2004, the Special Prize ‘Best Performance of Music Written after 1950’ specifically for his performance of Rautavaara’s “Fire Sermon” Piano Sonata. Other significant prizes won in Australia include the Hepzibah Menuhin Memorial Award, Margaret Sutherland Bursary, 3MBS-FM Young Performer of the Year Award and National MBS Young Performers Award. He was the highest prizewinner of the Malaysian National Piano Festival 2000 and the first Yamaha Piano Scholarship recipient for Manchester in 2006. An RNCM Gold Medal Finalist 2007, Matthew was awarded numerous college prizes and bursaries during his further studies in England. 

www.matthewkam.com



Press Reviews

The Age (Australia)

 “Engaging young pianist rises above the note-spinners.  Kam is an interesting musician, one who shows a winning potential to take you further into challenging music.”

“Kam prevails.  This young pianist’s powers came in the increasing agitation of the Mendelssohn fugue…with persuasive compulsion, illustrating why this young musician stands out from the ruck.”

“Kam played the Ballade no 4 by Chopin with considerable success.  The slow build-up to an explosion of abrupt intensity made for an exciting experience, informed by the performer’s elegant articulation and sparing use of rubato.  Reaching the work’s peroration, Kam gave us an interpretation of the Ballade’s last pages that any pianist would have been proud of, giving a glimpse of the high level of insight that he can reach.” 

“The young pianist showed a mature control…making the listener focus on the coherence of the work and its argument (Liszt).”

“Kam’s craft continues to impress. Kam’s interpretative skills have moved onwards and upwards. To end, we heard the massive Variations and Fugue on a theme of Handel by Brahms…Hearing it at close quarters gave us a remarkable exposure to Kam’s craft, which impresses every time he returns to delight his many local admirers.” 

The Evening Telegraph (England)

“Dramatic: Pianist Matthew Kam…brightens up lunchtime.” 


Composer Einojuhani Rautavaara (b.1928 Finland)

 “Your rendering of the concerto [Piano Concerto no 1] is perfect…Your playing is full of drama and also with great lyrical expressiveness…”
Herald Sun (Australia) 


 “A beguiling performer, he has a natural warmth and makes his audience feel completely relaxed.  This geniality transfers to his playing.” 

“Kam was at one with the sultry Mediterranean rhythms, finding a good balance between lyricism and rhythmic energy.  He was at his most persuasive in these highly picturesque settings, finding a range of tonal applications (Albéniz).”  

Rochdale Music Society Reviews (England) - Dr. Joe Dawson


"His opening work was, unusually, by a living composer: Carl Vine’s Piano Sonata (1990) is a brilliant piece of piano theatre, full of energy and references to jazz and popular music styles combined with pure percussion, even extending to a forearm smash! This could have been an inaccessible modern experiment but Kam’s skill, control and communication proved just how fresh fruit on the Vine can be. Sonata No 3 in B minor Op 58 by Chopin brought us back to the nineteenth century tradition and demonstrated why this player has become so highly regarded."
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